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Palaearctic Birds " unites them, and as size seems the main
distinction, I follow him, as several birds of this family
show great variation in this respect; although when I used
to see both races in the Calcutta Market, they looked
very distinct. The small one was the commonest Sand-
Plover there.

They both winter on the shores of the Indian Ocean, but
the larger race has a more easterly breeding-range than the
other, which breeds in Central Asia, as well as in the more
eastern haunts common to both. The small form lias
been found breeding round Tibetan lakes.

The Caspian Sand-Plover.

'tis asiatica, BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. IndU
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 239.

This species is also brown above and white below in
winter, but the whole breast and front of the neck are
brown, except the throat; the wing-lining is a mixture
of brown and white, and the axillaries or arm-pit plumes
white. Young birds have reddish edges to the upper
plumage, and the breeding-dress is chestnut on the breast,
bordered with blackish below.

The bill is black and the feet olive-green.

The length is seven-and-a-half inches, the wing five-
and-a-half, the shank about one-and-a-half, and the bill
nearly an inch; very nearly the dimensions of the
large race of the preceding species, though the bill is
proportionately smaller. From this it can be distinguished
by the brown on the fore-neck and under the wings.

This is! a western bird, breeding from the Caspian to
Central Asia, and normally wintering in Africa and on
the Persian Gulf. But one has turned up at Ratnagiri
thus bringing it in our area.
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